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The  Divine  Logic  of  Foreign  Missions 

WORLD-WIDE  Christian  missions  are  not 
founded  on  emotion,  altruism,  or  expediency, 
but  upon  the  transcendent  love  and  the  eternal 
purpose  of  God.  Those  who  deny  the  lordship 
of  Christ  and  reject  the  authority  of  the 
scriptures  have  no  urge  to  carry  the  gospel  to 
other  parts  of  the  world.  They  may  look  on 
missions  as  pious,  well-intentioned  undertak¬ 
ings,  which  afford  outlets  for  philanthropic 
instincts  in  social  service;  but  otherwise  they 
will  see  but  little  in  foreign  missionary  work 
to  interest  the  realistic  men  and  women  of  to¬ 
day.  But  those  who  accept  the  authority  of  the 
Bible  and  acknowledge  the  lordship  of  Christ, 
while  not  neglecting  works  of  benevolence, 
have  logically  also  assumed  the  obligation  to 
make  Christ  known  to  the  ends  of  the  earth. 
If  we  believe  in  the  deity  of  Christ  and  the 
authority  of  the  Bible,  we  must  also  believe  in 
foreign  missions.  Four  facts  challenge  us  to 
action: 

1.  The  Desperate  Need  of  Men 

It  would  be  easy  to  enlarge  upon  the  tem¬ 
poral  and  moral  needs  of  the  pagan  world— 
their  gross  ignorance,  wretched  poverty,  filthy 
conditions,  physical  distress,  and  their  social 
degradation— for  these  are  often  appalling. 
But  let  us  consider  only  spiritual  needs,  for 
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they  are  infinitely  more  important  since  they 
concern  eternal  destiny  as  well  as  present  well¬ 
being  (1  Tim.  4:8).  There  are  many  who  think 
that  those  who  have  not  heard  the  gospel  are 
not  condemned,  and  that  they  stand  a  fair 
chance  of  being  saved  without  the  knowledge 
of  Christ.  The  Bible  teaches  otherwise:  it 
makes  the  spiritual  needs  of  all  men,  including 
those  of  pagans,  very  plain,  stating  that  all 
have  sinned,  and  fall  short  of  the  glory  of 
God;  that  they  have  no  hope  and  are  without 
God  in  the  world;  so,  being  without  excuse, 
their  part  shall  be  in  the  lake  that  burneth 
with  fire  and  brimstone,  which  is  the  second 
death.  No  one  can  come  to  God  except  by 
Jesus  Christ,  who  is  the  way,  and  the  truth,  and 
the  life.*  Paul  asks  four  unanswerable  ques¬ 
tions  regarding  the  heathen:  “How  then  shall 
they  call  on  him  in  whom  they  have  not  be¬ 
lieved?  and  how  shall  they  believe  in  him  of 
whom  they  have  not  heard?  and  how  shall  they 
hear  without  a  preacher?  and  how  shall  they 
preach,  except  they  be  sent?" 

In  the  light  of  these  scriptures  we  are 
brought  to  this  conclusion:  1)  All  men  are 
sinners.  2)  There  is  only  one  way  of  salvation 
for  all  men  alike— through  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  (Acts  4:12).  3)  Even  pagans  can  be 
saved  in  no  other  way.  4)  Therefore  the  gospel 
must  be  taken  to  them— and  that  is  the  su¬ 
preme  purpose  of  Christian  missions. 

To  claim  that  pagans  do  the  best  they  know 

*  Rom.  3:10,  23;  Eph.  2:12;  Rom.  1:20,  32;  Rpv.  21:8. 
R.V.  ;  John  14:6.  R.V. 
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and  live  up  to  the  light  they  have,  is  to  deny 
clear  evidence  to  the  contrary.  The  various 
means  they  use  in  seeking  to  gain  “merit”  to 
offset  their  sins  testify  to  the  fact  that  they 
themselves  recognize  their  need. 

2.  The  Gracious  Purpose  of  God 

God  is  not  willing  that  any  should  perish, 
but  that  all  should  come  to  repentance;  He 
would  have  all  men  to  be  saved,  and  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  truth.  God  has  shown 
that  the  gospel  is  world-wide  in  scope  in 
that  He  “so  loved  the  world  that  he  gave  his 
only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in 
him  should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting 
life.”  Jesus  Christ  was  not  only  the  Saviour  of 
the  world,  He  was  also  God’s  missionary  to  the 
world.  As  the  “Sent-one”  His  whole  life,  teach¬ 
ing,  and  work  were  permeated  with  the  mis¬ 
sionary  spirit.  He  saw  the  need  of  people,  He 
was  moved  with  compassion  toward  them,  His 
meat  was  to  do  the  will  of  Him  that  sent  Him, 
He  urged  His  disciples  to  pray  for  laborers  to 
enter  the  harvest  field,  and  commanded  them 
to  go  themselves— not  the  twelve  apostles  only, 
but  also  the  seventy,  and  all  other  disciples  as 
well. 

ft  has  been  pointed  out  that  the  first  mes¬ 
sage  at  the  birth  of  Christ  was  a  missionary 
message;  the  first  prayer  Christ  taught  to  men 
was  a  missionary  prayer;  the  first  disciple,  An¬ 
drew,  was  a  missionary;  the  first  and  last  com¬ 
mands  of  the  Risen  Lord  to  His  disciples  were 
missionary  commands;  the  first  recorded  apos- 
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tolic  sermon  was  a  missionary  sermon;  and 
Christ’s  great  reason  for  the  unity  of  believers 
was  a  missionary  reason,  that  the  world  might 
believe. 

Thoughtful  objectors  to  missions  have  been 
silenced  by  being  reminded  that  “every  book 
in  the  New  Testament  written  to  an  indi¬ 
vidual  was  written  to  a  convert  of  a  foreign 
missionary.  Every  epistle  in  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment  written  to  a  church  was  written  to  a  for¬ 
eign  missionary  church.  The  one  book  of 
prophecy  in  the  New  Testament  was  written 
to  the  seven  foreign  missionary  churches  in 
Asia.  The  disciples  were  called  Christians  first 
in  a  foreign  missionary  community.  The  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  New  Testament  is  the  mission¬ 
ary’s  language.  The  map  of  the  early  Christian 
world  is  the  tracing  of  the  journeys  of  the 
first  missionaries.  Of  the  twelve  aposties 
chosen  by  Jesus,  every  apostle  except  one  be¬ 
came  a  missionary;  the  only  man  among  the 
twelve  apostles  who  did  not  become  a  mission¬ 
ary  became  a  traitor.” 

Not  all  in  pagan  lands  who  hear  the  gospel 
will  accept  it,  but  during  this  age  God  is  vis¬ 
iting  the  Gentiles,  to  take  out  of  them  a  people 
for  His  name.  This  taken-out  people  consti¬ 
tutes  the  true  Church,  the  Body  of  Christ,  and 
to  gather  them  out  is  the  chief  purpose  of 
foreign  missions. 

3.  The  Explicit  Command  of  Christ 

The  explicit  command  of  Christ  to  His  dis- 
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ciples— to  preach  the  gospel  to  all  nations— 
was  given  after  our  Lord’s  resurrection  on  at 
least  three  different  occasions.  It  was  given  to 
all  the  disciples,  not  to  the  apostles  only.  It 
has  been  well  called  the  Great  Commission, 
for  it  is  the  church’s  marching  orders.  It  was 
this  that  made  the  apostolic  church  a  mis¬ 
sionary  church.  The  Great  Commission  in¬ 
spired  the  early  believers  to  witness  for  their 
Lord  and  to  preach  the  Word  wherever  they 
might  be;  it  made  them  willing  to  sacrifice 
their  earthly  possessions  and  to  suffer  dishonor 
and  persecution  for  His  name;  it  made  them 
ready,  under  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
after  prayer  and  fasting,  to  release  some  of 
their  most  gifted  workers  and  most  outstand¬ 
ing  leaders  to  go  to  distant  lands  to  proclaim 
the  gospel;  and  it  caused  them  to  rejoice 
greatly  when  these  workers  returned  from 
their  missionary  journeys  and  rehearsed  all 
that  God  had  done  with  and  through  them, 
and  told  of  the  doors  of  opportunity  that  He 
had  opened. 

Alas,  in  selfish  disobedience  to  the  Lord’s 
command,  that  early  ardor  cooled  off  and 
missionary  zeal  died  down.  All  too  soon,  be¬ 
lievers  in  general  settled  down  to  the  smug 
enjoyment  of  their  own  blessings  and  became 
occupied  with  their  local  problems  and  fac¬ 
tional  disputes.  Little  by  little  the  Great  Com¬ 
mission  was  forgotten  and  the  supreme  task 
of  the  church  was  neglected.  There  were  spas¬ 
modic  efforts  made  from  time  to  time  by  dif- 
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ferent  groups  and  individuals  to  carry  the 
gospel  to  the  regions  beyond,  and  these  met 
with  considerable  success.  Not  having  the 
scriptures  in  their  own  language,  however, 
these  early  believers  succumbed  to  persecution 
and  to  compromise.  The  truth  became  more 
and  more  obscured  until  the  church  itself 
eventually  entered  the  Dark  Ages.  Centuries 
passed.  Then  came  the  Reformation  and  the 
Bible  was  restored  to  the  place  of  authority 
once  more,  leading  to  the  rediscovery  of  the 
doctrine  of  salvation  by  faith  and  many  other 
precious  truths. 

But  it  was  not  until  about  150  years  ago 
that  there  was  a  gradual  revival  of  missionary 
interest  and  activity.  Since  then,  missionaries 
have  gone  in  ever-increasing  numbers  to  many 
lands.  Much  has  been  done  and  many  notable 
victories  have  been  won;  yet,  when  compared 
with  the  command  that  was  given  and  the 
time  that  has  elapsed,  what  has  been  accom¬ 
plished  is  pitifully  little.  Few  Christians  real¬ 
ize  how  great  is  the  still  unfinished  task.  To¬ 
day,  after  nineteen  hundred  years,  only  about 
one-third  of  the  world’s  population  is  even 
nominally  Christian.  Of  the  remaining  two- 
thirds,  nearly  one-half  is  still  unevangelized 
and  hundreds  of  millions  of  people  have  not 
even  heard  of  the  Saviour. 

In  many  cities  in  our  own  land  there  are 
a  score  of  Protestant  churches  within  a  radius 
of  a  few  blocks.  Yet  in  pagan  lands  too  often 
one  can  travel  from  one  day  to  a  whole  week 
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or  more  without  coming  to  a  single  church. 
Does  this  please  our  Lord?  Is  it  fair?  It  was 
this  disproportion  that  arrested  young  Borden 
of  Yale,  and  was  one  of  the  factors  that  led 
him  to  feel  that  the  Lord  would  have  him  de¬ 
vote  his  life  and  the  major  part  of  his  wealth 
to  the  cause  of  foreign  missions.  He  pictured 
it  this  way:  “If  ten  men  are  carrying  a  log, 
nine  of  them  on  the  little  end  and  one  at  the 
heavy  end,  and  you  want  to  help,  on  which 
end  will  you  lift?” 

There  are  those  who  argue  that  pagans  here 
at  home  ought  to  be  reached  before  we  go  to 
the  pagans  abroad.  But  pagans  at  home  are 
such  because  they  do  not  want  to  know  the 
truth  rather  than  because  they  have  not 
heard  it;  while  most  of  those  in  foreign  lands 
have  lacked  the  opportunity  of  hearing.  Here 
at  home  any  anxious  soul  who  really  desires 
spiritual  help  can  usually  get  it  very  quickly. 
In  every  city,  town,  and  village  there  are  in¬ 
telligent  Christians,  and  daily  the  gospel  is 
being  preached  to  multitudes  over  the  air,  by 
the  printed  page,  and  in  conversation,  as  well 
as  in  church  services.  But  in  Africa,  India, 
China,  South  America,  and  many  other  mis¬ 
sion  fields  there  are  wide  areas  where  there 
are  no  missionaries,  no  Christians,  no  churches, 
no  radios,  no  broadcasts— no  possible  way  to 
hear  the  gospel.  Is  this  as  our  Lord  would  have 
it?  Does  it  square  with  His  last  command? 
If  not,  should  we  not  do  all  in  our  power  to 
send  the  gospel  to  the  more  needy  parts  of 
the  earth? 
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4.  The  Truest  Success  of  the  Church 

Obedience  always  brings  blessing,  to  the 
church  as  well  as  to  the  individual.  This  is 
especially  true  of  obedience  to  our  Lord’s  last 
great  command,  and  the  success  of  any  church, 
in  its  truest  sense,  will  be  in  proportion  to  the 
share  the  members  take  in  the  evangelization 
of  the  world. 

Many  churches  and  many  individual  Chris¬ 
tians  are  suffering  spiritual  poverty  because 
they  selfishly  keep  to  themselves— or  largely  so 
—the  good  things  the  Lord  has  provided  and 
intended  for  all.  They  may  give  a  little  to 
missions,  but  their  hearts  are  not  really  in  this 
work.  Some  of  them  fear  that  the  giving  to 
missions  will  have  a  detrimental  effect  upon 
their  local  treasury;  but,  like  some  other  spir¬ 
itual  paradoxes,  missionary  giving  has  just 
the  opposite  result.  When  Christians  really 
get  interested  in  missions,  so  that  they  give 
liberally  and  pray  earnestly  to  get  the  gospel 
to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  their  local  church 
efforts  are  proportionately  quickened.  The 
Lord  fulfills  His  promise,  “Give  and  it  shall 
be  given  unto  you;  good  measure,  pressed 
down,  and  shaken  together,  and  running  over, 
shall  men  give  into  your  bosom.  For  with  the 
same  measure  that  ye  mete  withal  it  shall  be 
measured  to  you  again.”  Missionary  minded 
churches  are  almost  invariably  those  which 
are  most  active  in  their  own  communities. 
There  are  some  churches  which  make  it  a 
rule  to  spend  at  least  as  much  on  foreign  mis- 
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sions  as  they  do  for  their  local  activities,  and 
the  Lord  blesses  them  accordingly.  God  will 
strengthen  and  bless  both  the  individual  and 
the  church  that  puts  His  program  first— the 
reaching  of  the  whole  world  with  the  gospel. 

Let  us  put  foreign  missions  in  its  right 
place! 

The  restless  millions  wait 

The  Light  whose  dawning 
Maketh  all  things  new: 

Christ  also  waits— 

But  men  are  slow  and  few. 

Have  we  done  all  we  could? 

Have  I?  Have  you? 
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